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Northwest Washington 
Woodturners.... 

meets every third Thursday of the 
month except April when the meeting 
is held the fourth Thursday. There is 
no meeting in December. 
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in 
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid 
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid 
to So. 13th, turn right on 13th. Hill-
crest Park is approx. six blocks south 
on 13th. The lodge is located in the 
Northwest corner of the parking lot 
beyond the tennis courts.  Meetings 
are open to anyone interested in 
wood turning. All skill levels from be-
ginners to advanced turners are wel-
come. 
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February  General  Meeting 
 

Another great meal was served by Shirley and crew, prior to 
our meeting.  Thank you to all who helped set up and serve. 
 

The gallery was loaded tonight with a huge variety of turnings. 
Among the treasures were tool handles, a carving tool basher, 
live edge nested bowls pepper mills, and assorted art items of 
all sizes across the turning spectrum.  My personal favorite 
was a cookie jar,(I thought), however the artist informed me it 
was a holy grail. 
 

President, Gerrti Van Ness  called the meeting to order 
promptly at 6:30.  Several new members and guests were in-
troduced.  Gerrit  announced that a local resource directory is 
being assembled.  Jean Brock is the co-coordinator.  Your in-
puts are encouraged and you may submit ideas to Jean or any 
other board member.  Her e-mail is jbirock@msn.com 
 

Mentors are available for your help  Bob Doop, George Way. 
Melanie Mankmayer, Dave Blair, Rick Anderson, Lucinda Van-
Valkenburg,  and Fred Holder.  If you need help, check your 
roster and give a call to solve your turning problems. 
 

Woodfest in Sedro Woolley is scheduled for April 10-11 . 
Lucinda Van Valkenberg is co-coordinator. 
 

An incognito crew unveiled the secret project .  You, the body 
of NWW membership, are invited to decorate her as you see 
fit.  You are also 
invited to submit a 
name for this fair 
maiden for a prize 
at the March 
meeting.  This 
noisemaker also 
needs manager 
volunteers to act 
as Sergeant at 
Arms.  Talk to Mr. 
President. 
 
John 
Gruenewald 
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Our  demonstrator for the evening was 
Don Pencil of Orcas Island.  Don makes 
tools and accessories for turners.  He 
talked about his line of faceplates, how 
and why he uses them  as he does.  Don 
also spent some time demonstrating his 
buffing arbors, wheels, compounds and 
techniques. 

   
He cautions you to proceed slowly using a 
little compound  and a little  buffing before 
moving on.   
 
Keep your buff for EACH compound sepa-
rate, perhaps in  it’s own plastic bag.  All in 
all, Don's demo was well received and in-
formative.  You may contact Don at his 
website: www.donpencil.com.  
 
John  Greunewald 
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I am sorry to have to tell you this, but my dad passed away on Wednesday February 24th 
from complications of cancer. As you may have known, my dad was diagnosed with can-
cer on Dec. 9th 2009.  On Jan 18th, after just 2 chemo treatments he was hospitalized for 
10 days with chemotherapy-induced Neutropenia, which is a condition characterized by 
abnormally low blood levels of infection-fighting white blood cells. He received IV antibiot-
ics twice daily for the 10 days he was hospitalized and an additional 8 days afterward. On 
Feb 11th, just 6 days after completing the antibiotics he was hospitalized with a severe 
kidney infection that was causing his legs and abdomen to swell with excess fluid. On 
Feb. 16th he was also diagnosed with an intestinal infection.  The infections were slowly 
healing but with his body in such a weakened state and with so many complications back 
to back combined with his advanced age the treatments were not as successful as we 
would've hoped.  There was nothing else that his doctors could've done.   
 
Per his request there will be no funeral or memorial services.  His remains have been cre-
mated and at a later date will be interred at Tahoma National Cemetery. There is no 
planned gathering at this time but a few family members have asked for a memorial of 
some kind around early spring or summer.  We want to honor my dad's wishes, but also 
understand the need for closure. Do not hesitate to reply or call me or my mom with any 
questions.  We will keep you posted if / when one is in the works.  Please let us know if 
you wish to attend. My mom and I appreciate all your well wishes and cares of concern 
during these difficult past few months.  Since there will be no formal memorial, in lieu of 
flowers, monetary gifts to family will be graciously accepted and will help with any ex-
penses. 

 
Kjersta 
 
 
Kjersta Cell –253-241-7091 
Carol Home - 425-388-0718 
Carol Cell - 425-327-2366 
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I am pumped about the rest of the year and all of the opportunities that are being offered 
to the membership.  My goal is for everyone to improve their skills and to have fun in the 
process.  Woodturning is a great way to get your minds off of the everyday garbage that 
we all are bombarded with! 
 
Board members have been working extremely hard to insure that adequate instruction is 
available for all existing talent levels, and they deserve your support and encouragement. 
It is especially important to members that are in the early part of the woodturning journey 
to take advantage of our mentoring program and sawdust Saturdays.  Learning safe prac-
tices and proper tool control will increase your enjoyment substantially. 
 
Anyone that desires help with creativity issues to include texture, color, design, carving, 
etc. let me know either at one of the meetings or by email. I especially want to corrupt 
some of you newer turners before you get set in your ways. The dates and times of these 
free form creativity sessions will depend on interest. There will mentors present to lend a 
hand. 
 
A lot of us seem to have our favorite tools, sources of supply, creative web sites, books, 
magazine articles, etc.  In order for members to take advantage of each others' knowl-
edge, the club is developing a resource manual with this kind of information listed.  Jean 
Brock will be the collector and collator of information. Any of the board members will also 
be happy to get your information to Jean.  
 
I am looking forward to having Molly Winton with us again for our demo this month, and I 
hope you all are as well. 
 
See you at the meeting! 
 
Gerrit 

'������
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New opportunities for our members 
 
At the most recent board meeting, Gerrit mentioned that, in addition to the sawdust Sat-
urdays, play days, classes, and other events open to our membership he would also like 
to spend some additional time expanding our creative abilities. He will be scheduling 
some workshops at his shop, as interest is shown. He will share with us some of the 
many techniques he has learned over the years and try to inspire all to be creative in 
their own way. There is more to wood turning than meets the eye, and turning a bowl 
should not be the end of our creative journey. This will also be an opportunity for more 
sharing of ideas and camaraderie among our members. 
 
Gerrit does not profess to be a great woodturner, but uses woodturning in his sculptures.  
He is so talented at carving, coloring, texturing and a wealth of knowledge on many sub-
jects.  Just think what a gift it will be to share that.  It will be an opportunity of a lifetime.  
Let’s swamp him with interest. 
 
Laura Matthews 
 
 

Brownie Rocky Road Pudding 
 
Make a nice batch of chocolate pudding, set aside to cool. 
Make a batch of brownie mix and divide in half.   
Place in two equal size pans and bake till just done.   
Remove from oven and let cool.   
 
When pudding is cool stir in mini marshmallows and walnut chunks, pour over cooled 
brownie base. Break up the other brownies and place on top of pudding. Sprinkle mini 
marshmallows over top and place in oven till marshmallows are lightly golden. Remove 
from oven and serve warm or at room temperature.  
 
Shirley  Butters 
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MENTORING NEWS 
 
Our new mentoring program for beginning turners is ready!  Based around the AAW 
Teaching Woodturning Basics teaching guide, the program focuses on learning spindle 
turning basics as a way to master tool control which can then be applied to most other 
modes of turning.  We have given the AAW teaching guide a trial run at our recent Let’s 
Start Turning Sawdust Saturday session and found it very effective.   
 
Our basic turning mentors are George Way, Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred 
Holder, Dave Blair, Melanie Mankamyer, Jim Short and Rick Anderson.  Thanks to all for 
volunteering to be mentors!  Additional mentors will be added as available. 
 
An email will be sent out shortly following the newsletter with contact information and 
other details of the mentoring program.  Our group of mentors is spread out geographi-
cally so that our members will not have to travel far to receive mentoring. 
 
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we are developing a list of volunteer mentors 
with expertise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.) as 
well as more advanced turning skills.  At the last meeting there was a sign up sheet avail-
able to develop this list of mentors.  I will have the sign up sheet available at the next 
meeting, and will be calling potential mentors during the coming month to make our pro-
gram as complete as possible.  We encourage those with experience to sign up and 
share their skills with our members.   
 
If you are in need of mentoring, contact a mentor and set up a time to meet! 
 
Rick Anderson 
360-319-7600 
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hanks to Bob Doop, George Way & Dave 
Blair for their assistance in making this an-
other successful Sawdust Saturday session. 
 

Everyone was encouraged to focus on turning 
technique and got plenty of practice on various 
forms of tackling end grain. 
 

These sessions provide a great opportunity to 
“Turn ‘til You Burn”. Generally the objective is not 
to produce finished gallery pieces.  We’re here to 
help you get a handle on turning techniques. No 
pun intended! 
 

The primary focus is two fold: Get comfortable 
with hollowing and learning how to mount a piece 
on multiple centers to create something beyond a 
simple round object. In addition we got some 
practical hands on experience on how to cut 
round pieces with relative safety on the band 
saw. 
 

If you’re new to band 
saw work, there are a 
few things that are im-
portant with respect to 
cutting anything – the 
material must be sup-
ported and in contact 
with the table at all 
times.  Carefully sight 
under the piece to make 
sure it sits on the table. 
Always use the highest 
tooth count blade appro-
priate for the work. As a 

general rule there should be at least three teeth in 
the material at all times. This isn’t always possible 
with thin material but get as close as you can. With 
round or odd shaped work, practice with empty pa-
per towel or toilet paper cores. The thin cardboard 
is a lot more forgiving than a piece of wood. Cutting 
round stock on a band saw is rarely reccom-
mended in any user manual but can be done with 
very slow feed, careful attention to the process and 
as fine a blade possible. 
 

The day’s project consisted of designing and turn-
ing scoops from a single piece of wood. Initially this 
is the same process as turning goblets without a 
base. We explored a couple methods of first hol-
lowing the bowl/ scoop section, remounting and 
turning the stem. By turning a jam chuck for the 
bowl end, once hollowed we were able to remount 
the piece between centers to turn off center and/or 
off axis handles. 

 
We were pleased to see the 
turnout for this month’s session. 
In March we will explore natural 
edge forms with Bob Doop, 
Mike Young and George Way 
once again sharing their exper-
tise.  This session is currently 
booked full but we’ll post any 
cancellations if they occur. 
 
Turn safely; Have fun! 
 
Dennis Shinn 

Let the Shavings Fly! 

S 

T 

awdust Saturday  
end grain scoop turning 
session 
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Woodturners of Olympia, WA  
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3rd Annual Creativity in Woodturning 
 

Saturday July 24, 2010 
 

Work Shops : July 25th & 26th & 27th 
 

Work Shop Location & Program to be determined. 
 
 

Alan Lacer 
Alan Lacer has been involved in the turning field for over thirty years as a turner, teacher, writer, 
exhibition coordinator, demonstrator and past president of the American Association of Woodturn-
ers.  His work has appeared in a number of regional and national exhibitions.  Alan has been a 
regular instructor and demonstrator of the craft  -  having worked in all 50 states as well as 4 for-

eign countries.  His writings have covered technical aspects of woodturn-
ing, many specific projects, stories related to both contemporary and his-
torical woodturning and the long turning traditions of Japan and Ger-
many.  He has also produced three videos on his own, with two of them 
winning a total of four national awards.  In 1999 the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners awarded him their Lifetime Honorary Member Award 
for his contributions to the field. 
 
  (see www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org calendar of other clubs for more info) 
 

Christian Burchard Demo And Class 
 

Christian Burchard will be at the Vancouver Woodturners Guild to do a demon-
stration and class on February 28 and March 1. 
Christian's all day demo will be on Sunday, February 28 starting at 9:00 a.m.  
He is going to turn his signature spheres and basket forms. The hands on 
class will be on Saturday, March 1 at Island Woodcraft.  The class will allow 
the students to try their hands at the same forms. 
 
 
 

Mark Sfirri 
Mark Sfirri will be at the Vancouver Woodturners Guild May 29th.  Mark is 
known for his multiple axes turning.  (More information to come later) 
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TURNING UP CLOSE 
 

Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning?  Or when doing detail work on a turned 
piece?  Now you can.  MagEyes are here!  They are comfortable,  light weight and very effective. 

  
We are stocking two styles.  The Hobbyist which is open in back (the 
style that Bonnie Klein touted when she was here last winter). 
 

 
The 360 which wraps completely 
around your head w/ Velcro adjustment.  
Both styles come with two high grade 
optical quality lenses that provide 1.6X 
or 2.0X  magnification.  

 
   

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X & 2.75X) are also available and we will 
be stocking a limited number of those.  The stronger the power the closer the focal length.  The 1.6X has a fo-
cal length of  12-14” and is great for general turning use.  The other lenses are more applicable for detail work.  
It’s easy to change from one lens to another. 
 
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second.  One of the best fea-
tures is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of 
the way.  Check them out at www.mageyes.com 

 

NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY 
 

We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library.  Several will be of particular benefit to our be-
ginning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners.  In most cases we 
ordered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners. 

 

  Richard Raffan   TURNING WOOD (2 copies) 
     The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name.  One of the most complete guides to basic turning. 
  Bonnie Klein    BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies) 
     A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects. 
  Alan Lacer    WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)   
     This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning.   A highly recommended view  
     before starting turning. 
  Gary Rance    WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy) 
     Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained 
     In the classical tradition. 
  Mike Mahoney   BOWL TURNING BASICS   (2 copies) 
     Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls. 
  AAW’s     FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING  (2 copies) 
     Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques. 
  John Jordan    AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies) 
     A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and  
     much more.  This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels. 
  Curt Theobold   INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING 
     The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners. 
 

     Be sure to check these out at our next meeting! 
 

   Rick Anderson 
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!! Raffle Wood !! 
 

Our wood raffle is an important 
source of income for the club.  
Please bring any surplus you can 
scrounge up but try to limit it to 
something you would enjoy turn-
ing yourself. 

Useful Website Links 
 

Note: 
Web links have been provided on our 
website rather than included in the 
newsletter. 
 
Please visit: 
www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org 
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MORE WOODTURNING 
 

The magazine for turners. Published 10 
times a year by Fred Holder.  
One yr: $35.00; 
Two yrs: $70.00;  
Three yrs $105.00. 
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from 
More Woodturning online at: 
www.morewoodturning.net 
Lots of great information for your browsing 
pleasure. 
 

More Woodturning 
PO Box 2168 
Snohomish WA 98291-2168 
Phone: 360-668-0976 
email: fred@morewoodturning.net 
 
 

Club Discounts Available:  
Show your Club Membership card and get 
10% off at Rockler’s and Crosscut Hardwoods 
 
 

Targo Woods 
1104 C Street Bldg. B 

Bellingham, WA 
 Just three blocks south of the old site.  

www.targowoods.com [or] 
ww.hardwoodstoget.com  

 

 Local Bellingham wood source for your 
projects. Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. 
Wood to replace a leg on a chair, make a 
whole dining room set or turn a bowl, you 
will find it at Targo. 
 

 Oby says: NWWoodturner Club  members 
will get 10% off on their  Purchases. 
 

Save on gas buy local. 
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Club Contacts: 
 

President 
Gerrit  Van Ness     360-757-2205 
van_ness@earthlink.net 
 

Vice President 
George Way     360-293-7305 
grway@verizon.net 
 

Secretary 
Laura Matthews     360-757-7730 
lmatthews@wavecable.com 
John Gruenewald     360-299-4564 
Vjgruen@fidalgo.net 
 

Treasurer 
Greg Anderson     360-691-1744 
ganderson59802@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large 
Les Books      360-293-5067 
lbooks@aol.com 
Dave Blair      360-733-3911 
dlblair39@clearwire.net  
Jean Brock      360-966-4058 
jbirock@msn.com  
Jerry Holmes     360-293-4529 
loggerJerry@hotmail.com 
 

Programs Chairman 
Bob Doop    360-293-4522 
Bob.doop@fidalgo.net 
 

Membership Chairman 
Melanie Mankamyer  360-766-7004 
sjandmm@fidalgo.net 
 

Education Chairman 
Rick Anderson   360-319-7600 
rick@gardenarches.com 
 

Sawdust Saturday Chairman 
Dennis Shinn    360-854-9909 
hdshinn@eskimo.com 
 

Events Chairman 
Lucinda VanValkenburg  360-435-5051 
licinda@valleyint.com 
 

Newsletter 
Ron Wehde      425-745-9851 
rmwehde@comcast.net 
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DUNLAP 9" x 32"  
(bench top) lathe that I have for 
sale. It has a 1/2 hp motor, live and 
dead centers, three face plates, and 
a four jaw wood chuck. The 1725 
RPM motor is coupled via (4) step 
pullies (V-belt) in the head and on 
the motor. It is also capable of out 
board turning, and the tail stock is 
adjustable for off center turning. 
This lathe is in perfect (like new) 
condition, and needs a new home 
now that I have ordered a bigger 
one that will cause this one be 
moved out of my small shop.  I am 
asking $250 for the package as de-
scribed above. I would be willing to 
bring it to the next club meeting or it 
can be seen here at my home in 
Anacortes. Once discovered I’m 
sure it won’t last long though. Also, I 
have a 1HP 3450 like new motor 
(110-220 v) that I would take $50 
for. It has a standard mounting 
base.  If a general E-mailing is in 
order that would be great. 
 
Dave Balyeat 
360-420-4942 
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