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Northwest Washington 
Woodturners.... 

meets every third Thursday of the 
month except April when the meeting is 
held the fourth Thursday. There is no 
meeting in December. 
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in 
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid 
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid to 
So. 13th, turn right on 13th. Hillcrest 
Park is approx. six blocks south on 
13th. The lodge is located in the North-
west corner of the parking lot beyond 
the tennis courts.  Meetings are open to 
anyone interested in wood turning. All 
skill levels from beginners to advanced 
turners are welcome. 

 

 
  The November meeting of the Northwest Washington Woodturn-
ers was held Thursday November 19th at the Hillcrest Park lodge. 
This was our Christmas celebration, with an ornament turning con-
test, potluck dinner and the wonderful paper bag raffle. 
 
The dinner was well attended and the food was plentiful and deli-
cious.  Election of officers was the main order of business. Melanie 
Mankamyer reported for the nominating committee. They proposed 
the nomination of Gerrit Van Ness for president, George Way for 
Vice president, Jerry Holmes, Jean Brock and Les Books for mem-
bers at large, with Les serving a term of one year. All other officers 
will serve for two years. Next year will be election for treasurer, sec-
retary and two members at large. There were no nominations from 
the floor and all nominees were unanimously elected. 
 
President elect, Gerritt spoke about his vision for the club. He wants 
to get every one involved and having fun. He has proposed a secret 
project which many have already signed up to be involved in. We 
are anxiously awaiting for the secret to be revealed. Gerrit has also 
challenged us to turn something with three flat sides to bring to the 
January meeting. Put on your thinking caps, and come up with 
something unusual. Think out of the box. 
 
The winners of the ornament contest were George Way, Melanie 
Mankamyer, and Mildred Holder, in that order. Rick reported that 
there were some openings in the hollowing class scheduled for Sat-
urday the 21st. We has a couple of visitors, Tom Thompson and 
Carol Bossheart. Carol pitched right in, assisting Melanie with the 
bag raffle. There were many nice gifts donated for the raffle, some 
from vendors, some from members. Tickets were purchased and 
deposited in the bag representing the item you wanted. Melanie 
and Carol pulled the tickets. A fun time was had by all. 
 
Until next year, Laura Matthews 1/2 Secretary 
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Club Contacts: 
 

President 
Gerrit  Van Ness  360-757-2205 
van_ness@earthlink.net 
 

Vice President 
George Way  360-293-7305 
grway@verizon.net 
 

Secretary 
Laura Matthews  360-757-7730 
lmatthews@wavecable.com 
 

John Gruenewald  360-299-4564 
Vjgruen@fidalgo.net 
 

Treasurer 
Greg Anderson  360-691-1744 
ganderson59802@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large 

· Les Books  360-293-5067 
 lbooks@aol.com 

· Dave Blair  360-733-3911 
 dlblair@clearwire.net  

· Jean Brock  360-966-4058 
 jbirock@msn.com  

· Jerry Holmes  360-293-4529 
 loggerJerry@hotmail.com 
 

Newsletter 
Ron Wehde  425-745-9851 
rmwehde@comcast.net 
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First of all I want to again thank you all for your vote of confidence.  I am looking 
forward to being a part of this club continuing to grow and strengthen, both in 
numbers and skill levels. 
 
The primary focus during my leadership will be having fun,  getting all members 
involved in some way with helping the club, sharing ideas, and in general getting 
members to become more comfortable with the creativity processes. 
 
The board will be devoted to helping club members grow, and in turn, all members 
will be asked for input and participation in some way.  I'm not requesting any ma-
jor time commitments of the club members, but rather a helping hand setting up or 
putting things away at the end of a meeting, spending a few minutes with kitchen 
clean up, getting more involved in club activities, not only to help yourselves, but 
to help make the efforts of so many others worthwhile. 
 
During the year there will be a couple of “top secret” projects, and there will be 
four challenges.  The projects will all be designed to help your skill levels and stir 
up your gray matter a little bit.  The challenges will not be critiqued in any way 
unless you request it.  There will be lots more about challenges as the year pro-
gresses. 
 
None of us are getting any younger, and we all need exercise in keeping the mind 
and body limber.  Hopefully being an active participant in Northwest Washington 
Woodturners will help all of us turn back the clock a little bit. 
 
I hope you all have a joyous holiday season, and all have time to reflect and count 
your blessings. 
 
Gerrit 
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Mark Straight died unexpectedly on November 
27, 2009 from a very aggressive cancer.  He was 
born in Newell, West Virginia on August 11, 
1942.  Mark came to Everett in 1962 with the US 
Air Force. 
 

Mark was our past Vice President and an active 
member in this woodturning club and will be 
greatly missed by all of us. 
 
 
 
 

 

���"	#�������		$�%�		&		���� 	

3 



 

Woodturners of Olympia, WA  
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3rd Annual Creativity in Woodturning 
 

Saturday July 24, 2010 
 

Work Shops : July 25th & 26th & 27th 
 

Work Shop Location & Program to be determined. 
 
 
 
 

Alan Lacer 
Alan Lacer has been involved in the turning field f or over 
thirty years as a turner, teacher, writer, exhibiti on coordina-
tor, demonstrator and past president of the America n Asso-
ciation of Woodturners.  His work has appeared in a  number 
of regional and national exhibitions.  Alan has bee n a regular 
instructor and demonstrator of the craft  -  having  worked in 
all 50 states as well as 4 foreign countries.  His writings have 
covered technical aspects of woodturning, many spec ific 
projects, stories related to both contemporary and historical 
woodturning and the long turning traditions of Japa n and 
Germany.  He has also produced three videos on his own, 
with two of them winning a total of four national a wards.  In 

1999 the American Association of Woodturners awarde d him their Lifetime Honorary Mem-
ber Award for his contributions to the field. 
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· January 21st. Vern Liebrant will show us how to finish and price our items. 

· February 18th. Don Pencil will show how to hollow. 

· March 18th. Molly Winton will be our presenter. 
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SAWDUST SATURDAYS….. 
The final Sawdust Saturday of the year was held on November 21ST  and now it’s time to look forward to the New 
Year…… 
 
LET’S START TURNING! 
At the last three meetings we have had a signup sheet on the table for another session of Let’s Start 
Turning……a day for those new to turning to learn and practice basic skills. We have 4 members 
signed up and as soon as we have at least 6 people signed up we will schedule a Saturday session 
for that group. We don’t meet again until January, but if you are interested in attending feel welcome 
to email or call and we will add your name to the list. 
 
SOMETHING NEW! 
Beginning in the New Year, your board has decided on two new policies relating to Sawdust Satur-
days and Mentoring Sessions: 
1) Participants will be required to provide and wear face shields at all Sawdust Saturday and Mentor-
ing sessions. Safety glasses only protect the eyes…..a good face shield protects the entire face, 
forehead and neck. This will be mandatory without exceptions.  
2) A small fee will be required for most Sawdust Saturday sessions to cover the cost of materials. 
The non- refundable fee will be either $5 or $10 depending upon the class and will be required at 
sign up. 
 
I would like to extend thanks to all those who opened their shops for our sessions: Bob, Julian, Jerry 
and especially Gerrit whose generosity in making his shop always available for sessions and stor-
age of the mini lathes makes it possible to conveniently hold our sessions.  Likewise, a HUGE 
thanks to those who helped with teaching: George, Lucinda, Julian, Jan, Mark, Dan, Bob and Jerry.  
In addition to taking on a large share of the teaching, Bob and Jerry also provided much of the ma-
terials for our sessions as well as spending time prepping wood and making tools.  Bottom Line: 
This is how things are accomplished in a group such as ours……and why we need a never ending 
group of members willing to make things happen. 
 
Finally, Dennis Shinn has willingly volunteered (I only had to ask once!) to coordinate our Sawdust 
Saturdays in the coming year.  Thanks Dennis!  Be watching for his announcements of many fun 
Saturdays ahead in the New Year. 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Rick Anderson 
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Attention to the membership.!!! 
 
On Saturday the 21st of November, I attended a sawdust Saturday on hollowing.  I have been turn-
ing for some time, but have not done much hollowing. It was a great class and I learned a lot. I en-
courage all of you to take advantage of any classes coming up. 
 
We are blessed with the best facility, the best and most generous teachers, and a great opportunity 
to expand our skills. Bob Doop, Jerry Holmes, and Rick Anderson made the tools, brought the wood 
for turning, and were on hand to give instruction, and make corrective suggestions. 
 
We also had a visitor during our lunch break. It was Don Pencil, from Orcas Island. He is selling a 
line of tools that might be of interest to you. His web site is www.donpencil.com. 
 
It was not only a productive day, but very fun also. Don�t be shy, take advantage of your opportunity. 
 
Laura Matthews 
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Sawdust  Saturday 
Report 
Hollowing Techniques 
       The important stuff first: Grand 
Thank You to Gerrit VanNess for the use of his 
shop making these sessions possible and to Jerry 
Holmes, Bob Doop and Rick Anderson for their 
time and work preparing blanks for the session 
along with their expert guidance and advice. 
Don’t hesitate to let them know how much we 
appreciate all their efforts!   
   Safety issues were reviewed in some detail 
since it’s such an important issue in our craft of 
turning. Please note that it is current club policy that all participants in Sawdust Saturday events are required 
to wear a full face shield. No exceptions!   
   Bob explained first how to determine the inside bottom of the blank 
in order to define the depth to which it would be hollowed. He did this 
by turning a slight ‘V’ cut at the chosen location on the outside of the 
blank. This gave him a marker for setting the depth gauge on the drill 
bit. This pilot hole provides both an indicator when reaching the bot-
tom of the vessel along with clearance for chips. In his customary fash-
ion of finding clever ways to accomplish things, the ‘depth gauge’ he 
uses on his drill bit is simply a sparkplug boot from the auto parts 

store!  Using a small bowl 
gouge, a shallow cut is 
made in the center of the 
blank to center the drill. 
With the tool rest positioned 
so the drill bit is at center ht. 
it’s a simple matter of using 
the lathe bed to keep the 
drill centered from side to 
side so it remains true to the desired depth.  For this session Bob 
introduced two simple tools that are his staples for the majority of 
his hollowing work: a straight and a ‘hook’ tool. The straight tool is 
used for open pieces and for removing wood inside closed forms to 
the point where it won’t reach undercuts like around the rim of the 
vessel. That’s where the hook tool comes in to play. As the name 
implies, the cutter is mounted on the end of a hooked shaft so it can 
reach these undercut areas of the vessel. 
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   Everyone had an opportunity to turn both an open and closed vessel to 
get the feel for both tools. Neither tool is overly aggressive but the hook 
tool does require a light touch and must be held over the tool rest far 
enough so only the straight portion of the bit shank rides on the tool rest.  
    Maintaining a consistent wall thickness on closed hollow forms is per-
haps the single most difficult part of this type of turning.  Calipers are a 
must have addition to anyone’s arsenal of turning tools to help achieve 
that goal. While our fingers can offer some feedback, they’re limited, of 

course by the depth one can reach inside 
the piece. Lack of a consistent wall 
thickness is often the cause of cracking 
due to differential drying of the wood.   
  When first starting out in hollowing, a 
practical test is to simply saw your piece 
in half at the band saw. Talk about a re-
vealing experience! Those small ridges 
and valleys are exposed for the moun-
tains and ravines that they really are. 
The same can be done with bowls. Since 

practice is the intent of these sessions, 
and should be the norm in our turn-
ing schedule too, we should be pro-
ducing practice pieces with the intent 
of opening them up to see the results.  
We’re indeed fortunate to have tal-
ented people like Bob, Jerry and 
Rick around who are also willing to 
share their expertise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sawdust Saturdays is a club activity, open to all members and generally free of charge. 
Sometimes there may be a modest “lab fee” for materials, etc. but in general we 
provide these sessions to help generate enthusiasm for turning and provide advice and 
support to those interested in various aspects of the craft. Your feedback is always 
appreciated so please sound of if there’s a topic you’d like to see explored. And above 
all, sign up for a session if there’s something of interest to you. 
 

If you have suggestions or comments about the Sawdust Saturday program please 
contact Dennis Shinn, coordinator. 
 

Turn safely and have fun! 
������������������������ ����

9 



10 

 

TURNING UP CLOSE 
 

Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning?  Or when doing detail work on a turned 
piece?  Now you can.  MagEyes are here!  They are comfortable,  light weight and very effective. 

  
We are stocking two styles.  The Hobbyist which is open in back (the style 
that Bonnie Klein touted when she was here last winter). 

 
 
The 360 which wraps completely around 
your head w/ Velcro adjustment.  Both 
styles come with two high grade optical 
quality lenses that provide 1.6X or 2.0X 
 magnification.  

 
   

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X & 2.75X) are also available and we will be stocking a limited number of 
those.  The stronger the power the closer the focal length.  The 1.6X has a focal length of  12-14” and is great 
for general turning use.  The other lenses are more applicable for detail work.  It’s easy to change from one 
lens to another. 
 
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second.  One of the best fea-
tures is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of 
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NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY  
 

We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library.  Several will be of particular benefit to our be-
ginning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners.  In most cases we 
ordered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners. 

 

  Richard Raffan   TURNING WOOD (2 copies) 
     The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name.  One of the most complete guides to basic turning. 
  Bonnie Klein    BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies) 
     A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects. 
  Alan Lacer    WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)   
     This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning.   A highly recommended view  
     before starting turning. 
  Gary Rance    WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy) 
     Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained 
     In the classical tradition. 
  Mike Mahoney   BOWL TURNING BASICS   (2 copies) 
     Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls. 
  AAW’s     FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING  (2 copies) 
     Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques. 
  John Jordan    AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies) 
     A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and  
     much more.  This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels. 
  Curt Theobold   INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING 
     The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners. 
 

     Be sure to check these out at our next meeting! 
 

   Rick Anderson 
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MORE WOODTURNING 
 

The magazine for turners. Published 10 
times a year by Fred Holder.  
One yr: $35.00; 
Two yrs: $70.00;  
Three yrs $105.00. 
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from 
More Woodturning online at: 
www.morewoodturning.net 
Lots of great information for your browsing 
pleasure. 
 

More Woodturning 
PO Box 2168 
Snohomish WA 98291-2168 
Phone: 360-668-0976 
email: fred@morewoodturning.net 
 
 

Club Discounts Available:  
Show your Club Membership card and get 
10% off at Rockler’s and Crosscut Hardwoods 
 
 

Targo Woods 
1104 C Street Bldg. B 

Bellingham, WA 
 Just three blocks south of the old site.  

www.targowoods.com [or] 
ww.hardwoodstoget.com  

 

 Local Bellingham wood source for your 
projects. Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. 
Wood to replace a leg on a chair, make a 
whole dining room set or turn a bowl, you 
will find it at Targo. 
 

 Oby says: NWWoodturner Club  members 
will get 10% off on their  Purchases. 
 

Save on gas buy local. 
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GRIZZLY WOOD LATHE 
Model G0462, 16" swing, variable speed with RPM indicator. 
Approximately 2 years old, excellent condition. 
Great starter lathe.   $250 
 
Call Charlie Jurges @ (360) 733-2047 
 
 
 
DUNLAP 9" x 32"  
(bench top) lathe that I have for sale. It has a 1/2 hp motor, live and dead centers, three face plates, 
and a four jaw wood chuck. The 1725 RPM motor is coupled via (4) step pullies (V-belt) in the head 
and on the motor. It is also capable of out board turning, and the tail stock is adjustable for off center 
turning. This lathe is in perfect (like new) condition, and needs a new home now that I have ordered 
a bigger one that will cause this one be moved out of my small shop.  I am asking $250 for the pack-
age as described above. I would be willing to bring it to the next club meeting or it can be seen here 
at my home in Anacortes. Once discovered I’m sure it won’t last long though. Also, I have a 1HP 
3450 like new motor (110-220 v) that I would take $50 for. It has a standard mounting base.  If a gen-
eral E-mailing is in order that would be great. 
 
Dave Balyeat 
360-420-4942 
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!! Raffle Wood !! 
 

Our wood raffle is an important 
source of income for the club.  
Please bring any surplus you can 
scrounge up but try to limit it to 
something you would enjoy turn-
ing yourself. 

Useful Website Links 
 

Note: 
Web links have been provided on our 
website rather than included in the 
newsletter. 
 
Please visit: 
www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org 


