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Northwest Washington 
Woodturners.... 

meets every third Thursday of the 
month except April when the meet-
ing is held the fourth Thursday. 
There is no meeting in December. 
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in 
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid 
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kin-
caid to So. 13th, turn right on 13th. 
Hillcrest Park is approx. six blocks 
south on 13th. The lodge is located 
in the Northwest corner of the park-
ing lot beyond the tennis courts.  
Meetings are open to anyone inter-
ested in wood turning. All skill levels 
from beginners to advanced turners 
are welcome. 

JoHannes Michelsen treated us to an 
example of one of the world’s best thin 
turners.  He is known for his hats that 
are custom fit to the user but tonight he 
showed that thin turning can be used 
for creating thin turnings on other 
things.  On the fly he demonstrated his 
design process by creating an onion 
shaped object 
that could be 
used as the lid for 
a vessel.  He 
started by laying 
out the plan on 
the white board 
and then trans-
lated the top of 
the object into 
one so thin that it 
glowed. 
 
JoHannes has invented his own turning 
tools starting from the handle to the 
grind.  His handles are not round but 
triangular and he explained his reasons 
for this to the audience.  The turner has 
a non slip grip with this style and also 
the ability to tell where the up position 
on the gouge would be by aligning it 
with one of the rounded over triangular 
ridges. 

His grind is unique itself.  He uses 
a 45 degree grind on all sides and 
then rounds over the under portion 
to avoid catches.  This does mean 
that the person using them must 
free hand all the surfaces because 
no jig could do this type of grind 
 
At one point during the turning as 
he made the onion thinner and 
thinner we could see the dust that 
the gouge was creating actually 
coming through the object to the 
outside.  I wasn’t sure that I was 
really seeing it but those sitting 
around me agreed that we were 
seeing fine dust escaping the 
onion. 
 
Using a jam chuck that he uses for 
the hats he inserted a light through 
the chuck and the headstock to 
illuminate the object so that he 
could see how thin he was making 
it.  He made a stem on the top as 
you would a finial.  Given time he 
would have bent the stem using 
techniques that are used in making 
violins or guitars. 
 
Those who took the classes from 
Johannes and also those who  
attended the all day demo, I’m 
sure, can tell you more about his 
great style. 
 
Jan Garlington 
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Club Contacts:  
 

Bob Doop – President  
360-293-4522 
bob.doop@fidalgo.net 
 

Mark Straight – Vice President  
360-653-4890 
m_straight@comcast.net 
 

Shirley Butturs –Secretary  
360-826-3984 
dumpstadiva@verizon.net 
 

Melanie Mankamyer–Treasurer  
360-766-7004 
sjandmm@fidalgo.net 
 

Jerry Holmes – Member at Large 
 

Dave Blair – Member at Large 
 

Ron Wehde – Newsletter 
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Our upcoming pot luck dinner on November 20th will feature a live auction with Bruce Campbell from the  
Vancouver club doing the auctioneering.  Items in the auction will include works made during demonstrations by 
Jack Wayne, Michael Mocho, Johannes Michelsen, Ben Carpenter, Fred Holder and Bonnie Klein.  In addition, 
there will be a few additional items donated by club members.  If any seasoned woodturners would like to  
donate a piece for auction to help the club, let either Gerrit or Melanie know as soon as possible. 
 

The auction promises to be a lot of fun, and hopefully some generous bidding will help enable the club to keep 
providing quality demonstrators throughout the upcoming year. 
 

Gerrit Van Ness 
 
Bucket Raffle:  
 
 

At our Holiday (November) meeting this year, we would like to try something new.  In a Bucket Raffle there are 
many items to be raffled and each type will have its own bucket.  If you are interested in winning an item, you 
would put your raffle ticket in the bucket for that item.  You can also put several tickets in one bucket. We have 
multiples of some items so there will be more than one drawing from those buckets. Raffle tickets will be 10 for 
$5.00.  The items we have to raffle so far are 
 

-          Pen blanks from Windsor Plywood (cocobolo, olive, and tulip wood) 

-          “Vera” turning blank from Windsor Plywood 

-          Yo-Yo Kits and Clock Kits (thanks to Barb Grant) 

-          Many pen and pencil kits (thanks to Barb, Jan and Ron Wehde) 

-          Walnut and figured maple pen blanks 

-          Johannes Michelsen tool handle 

-          Johannes Michelsen DVDs (three) 

-          Signed Bonnie Klein book 
-          Classic Woodturning Projects with Bonnie Klein: 12 Skill-Building Designs  

-          Andre Martel DVDs (from his 2006 Club demo) 

-          Hand Carving tools (Thanks to Shirley Butters) 

-          Cheese domes  

-          Fiskars decorative scissors (for scrapbooking, etc.) 

-          Organic Acrylic paint set  

-          Boyd multi-tip knitting set 

-          Scented candles and votive candleholders 

-          Hand-knit slippers (thanks to MaryAnn Straight) 

-          Handmade Chain-mail and bead bracelets (thanks to Jan Garlington) 

-          Handmade Yoga mat carrying bag (thanks to Jan Garlington) 

-          Six Pies / one per month by Sherry McDuffy (thanks, Sherry!) 

And there will be more so bring your checkbook … it should be a lot of fun 

                                                                   Cont.  Pg 3 
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Next Meeting Continued: 

Holiday Contests:  

Don’t forget to bring your best spinning top for the first annual top contest… categories include: longest spinning, 
most beautiful or ornate, biggest and smallest (must be able to spin at least one full revolution), and maybe other 
categories if we feel like it. 

  

And it’s time for our annual Ornament Contest!  This year we will have three skill levels for judging: seed 
(beginner), sapling (intermediate) and tree. You get to pick your skill level. If you have won before, you are not a 
seed…  I hope we have a lot of entries since it is always fun to see what everyone is working on! 

  

Elections:  

We will be holding elections for Secretary, Treasurer and Member at Large.  Jerry Holmes has agreed to run 
again for MAL, but Melanie and Shirley would like to step down and give others the opportunity to serve the Club. 
If you are interested in being Secretary or Treasurer, contact Shirley (360-826-3984) or Melanie (360-766-7004 
eves) to find out what’s involved.  Thanks! 

Melanie 

2009 Dues:  

Just a reminder that we are collecting dues for 2009.  The dues have increased to $30.00 a year which is still a 
great bargain.  Where else can you meet good friends, be entertained by excellent demonstrators and learn valu-
able tips and techniques for about 8 cents a day.  The treasurer takes cash or checks only.  Checks should be 
made out to NWW. 

Ron Wehde 

NWW Regular Meeting 
October 23 2008 
Called to order at 6:30 by Rick Anderson 
  
Moved, Seconded and passed that dues are raised to $30. 
Malcom Tibbets will demo in February. A class will not be scheduled until there are enough commitments to fill it.  
January Meeting: mentoring, pen turning , sharpening 
November 1: Gerrit's texturing and coloring class has two spots left.  
Dave will need volunteers for street turning at Arts Alive 
The November meeting is a pot luck with a top spinning contest, a Christmas The demonstrator this month was 
Johannes Mickelson ornament contest and a bucket raffle.  
 
Shirley Butturs 
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Editor: NWWW Newsletter 

Few people realize just how much work goes in to making our 
club work as well as it does. A word of thanks is due to the 
board and everyone who participates in that effort. I would 
particularly like to thank Ron Wehde for stepping up to take 
the helm of the newsletter after I got reluctantly drawn back 
into the workplace. Ron is a consummate artist who brings a 
strong sense of design.  

Please let our board members know how much you appreci-
ate their efforts. And by all means don’t hesitate to get in-
volved yourself.  

Dennis Shinn 
Member NWWW/AAW 
 
 
From the new editor: 
 
After reviewing Newsletters from many of the clubs in the 
AAW, I’ve come to the conclusion that Dennis Shinn has done 
a great job as the editor of our newsletter and our club  owes 
him a great deal of thanks. 
 
This is my first time taking on a task like this so the next few 
months may be an adventure.  Please feel free to send me 
comments, suggestions, complaints or anything else that will 
improve what I am doing.   
 
Ron Wehde 
rmwehde@comcast.net 
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TURNING UP CLOSE 
 

Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning?  Or when doing detail work on a turned 
piece?  Now you can.  MagEyes are here!  They are comfortable,  light weight and very effective. 

  
We are stocking two styles.  The Hobbyist which is open in back (the style that 
Bonnie Klein touted when she was here last winter). 

 
 
The 360 which wraps completely around 
your head w/ Velcro adjustment.  Both 
styles come with two high grade optical 
quality lenses that provide 1.6X or 2.0X 

                                                      magnification.  
   

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X & 2.75X) are also available and we will be stocking a limited number of those.  
The stronger the power the closer the focal length.  The 1.6X has a focal length of  12-14” and is great for general 
turning use.  The other lenses are more applicable for detail work.  It’s easy to change from one lense to another. 
 
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second.  One of the best fea-
tures is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of the 
way.  Check them out at www.mageyes.com 

$��
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NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY  
 

We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library.  Several will be of particular benefit to our begin-
ning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners.  In most cases we or-
dered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners. 
 

Richard Raffan           TURNING WOOD (2 copies) 
     The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name.  One of the most complete guides to basic turning. 
Bonnie Klein               BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies) 
     A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects. 
Alan Lacer                  WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)   
     This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning.   A highly recommended view  
     before starting turning. 
Gary Rance                WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy) 
     Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained 
     In the classical tradition. 
Mike Mahoney             BOWL TURNING BASICS   (2 copies) 
     Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls. 
AAW’s                        FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING  (2 copies) 
     Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques. 
John Jordan                AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies) 
     A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and  
     much more.  This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels. 
Curt Theobold             INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING 
     The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners. 
 

     Be sure to check these out at our next meeting! 
 

     Rick Anderson 
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MORE WOODTURNING 
The magazine for turners. Published 10 
times a year by Fred Holder.  
One yr: $35.00; 
Two yrs: $70.00;  
Three yrs: $105.00. 
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from 
More Woodturning online at: 
www.morewoodturning.net 
Lots of great information for your browsing 
pleasure. 
More Woodturning 
PO Box 2168 
Snohomish WA 98291-2168 
Phone: 360-668-0976 
email: fred@morewoodturning.net 
 
 

Club Discounts Available:  
Show your Club Membership card and get 
10% off at Rockler’s and Crosscut  
Hardwoods 
 

FOR SALE 
BONNIE KLEIN MINIATURE 

LATHE 
DC variable speed drive. With Threading 
attachment.  Two additional chucks. 
Collet set.    
Two faceplates. 
Collapsible Stand 
Set of miniature tools and much more 
If you are interested in miniature turning, 
this is the lathe designed by one of the 
best 
miniature turners, Bonnie Klein. Give this 
to your self or another interested in 
miniatures for Christmas. 
 
$600 
Mike Jackets, (360) 293-0530 
bluejack@cablerocket.com for pictures. 

A good source of myrtle, maple burl 
and other figured turning burls 
 
 
Got a tool or two you no longer 
need? Need an item related to wood-
turning (or general shop use)?  Con-
tact other members of the club here 
in the classified. 
 
 
 
Dunlap 9" x 32" (bench top) lathe 
that I have for sale. It has a 1/2 hp 
motor, live and dead centers, three 
face plates, and a four jaw wood 
chuck. The 1725 RPM motor is cou-
pled via (4) step pullies (V-belt) in the 
head and on the motor. It is also ca-
pable of out board turning, and the 
tail stock is adjustable for off center 
turning. This lathe is in perfect (like 
new) condition, and needs a new 
home now that I have ordered a big-
ger one that will cause this one be 
moved out of my small shop.  I am 
asking $250 for the package as de-
scribed above. I would be willing to 
bring it to the next club meeting or it 
can be seen here at my home in 
Anacortes. Once discovered I’m sure 
it won’t last long though. Also, I have 
a 1HP 3450 like new motor (110-220 
v) that I would take $50 for. It has a 
standard mounting base.  If a gen-
eral E-mailing is in order that would 
be great. 
Dave Balyeat 
360-420-4942 

Targo Woods 
1104 C Street Bldg. B 

Bellingham, WA 
 Just three blocks south of the old site. 
 www.targowoods.com [or] 
 www.hardwoodstoget.com 
 Local Bellingham wood source for 
 your projects. Hard woods, Burls, 
 Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on 
 a chair, make a whole dining room 
 set or turn a bowl, you will find it at 
 Targo. 
 
 Oby says: NWWoodturner Club 
 members will get 10% off on their 
 Purchases. 
 

Save on gas buy local. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful Website Links 
Note: 
Web links have been provided on 
our website rather than included in 
the newsletter. 
 
Please visit: 
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!!Raffle Wood!! 
Our wood raffle is an important 
source of income for the club.  
Please bring any surplus you can 
scrounge up but try to limit it to 
something you would enjoy turning 
yourself. 
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